ACGENDA Iicivi
COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

21 FEBRUARY 2024 Cse 1 F/ /o

MINUTES of the MEETING of the COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE held at THE

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, THE GROVE, SWANSCOMBE on WEDNESDAY 21 FEBRUARY

2024 at 7.00 PM

PRESENT: Councillor Peter Harris - Chairman

Councillor Peter Harman - Vice-Chairman
Councillor Lorna Cross

Councillor Ann Duke

Councillor Dawn Johnston

Councillor Elizabeth Wickham

ALSO PRESENT: Graham Blew — Town Clerk

PCSO - Alan Mitchell

ABSENT: Councillor Anita Barham

a2s12320. ARRANGEMENTS AND CONSTRAINTS REGARDING FILMING OR

426/23-24.

427/23-24.

428/23-24.

RECORDING THE MEETING.

The Vice-Chairman explained the arrangements and constraints relating to the
filming or recording of the meeting.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Lesley Howes, due to other
commitments.

An apology for lateness was submitted by Councillor Elizabeth Wickham.

An apology for absence was submitted by PC Bayley — Cook, due to other
commitments.

An apology for absence was submitted by Joanne Appleton — Kent County Council
Community Warden, due to other commitments.

Recommended: That the reasons for absence, for the Councillors
listed, be formally accepted, and approved.

SUBSTITUTES.
There were none.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA.

There were none.

As per Standing Order 34 c) the Chairman adjourned the meeting at this point
to allow members of the public to address the meeting in relation to the
business being transacted at the meeting. '
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COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
21 FEBRUARY 2024

ITEMS DEEMED URGENT BY THE CHAIRMAN / MATTERS ARISING FROM
PREVIOUS MINUTES AND THEIR POSITION ON THE AGENDA.

There were none.

TO CONFIRM AND SIGN THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6
DECEMBER 2023

Recommended: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 6
December 2023 be confirmed and signed as a true
record.

KENT POLICE REPORT.
The Chairman introduced and welcomed PCSO Alan Mitchell to the meeting.

PCSO Alan Mitchell outlined the current crime statistics and cases of note within the
Town over the last few months which included:

A serious incident on the A2 on 17 February 2024 which had resulted in severe
traffic congestion throughout Swanscombe and Greenhithe.

A foreign lorry had been stopped going through Swanscombe on 19 February 2024
and a Traffic Officer had been called who then issued a Fixed Roadside Penalty
which had to be paid on the spot. PC Bayley — Cook would be contacting the
company that owned / operated the lorry to advise them that their drivers were
ignoring the signage and diversions.

Nuisance vehicles at Crossways — Dartford Borough Coungil had re-instated the
ANPR camera and the Police were still carrying out patrols.

During a lengthy discussion Members expressed their deep concerns regarding the
traffic congestion experienced on 17 February 2024 during the major incident on the
A2. The roads had been gridlocked in Swanscombe and this had been made
infinitely worse with the Galley Hill Road closure.

It was proposed, duly seconded and agreed unanimously that the Town Council
should write a letter expressing their concerns and asking to be provided with a what
plans or procedures the Police have in place (what if) for major incidents as currently
it would not be possible for emergency services to get to anyone within
Swanscombe and Greenhithe during an incident such as that on 17 February 2024.
Members asked that the letter be sent to the Chief of Police and copied into the
Leader of Kent County Council, Gareth Johnson MP and the local press.
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Recommended:

1. That the report be noted, and PCSO Alan
Mitchell be thanked for his attendance.

2. That aletter, as detailed above, be sent to the
recipients listed.

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (KCC) COMMUNITY WARDENS REPORT.

Unfortunately, the KCC Community Warden was unable to attend but, a written
update had been submitted which included:

The area of Swanscombe and Greenhithe, is currently being covered by the Dartford
and Gravesham Team, the area dissemination between the team members is to
allow us, as a service, to continue in providing continuity to the community and our
working partners.

e Adult Social Care and Partner referrals are undertaken by the Team leader.

e Groups/clubs, and food banks are attended by a KCC Community Warden
Jo Appleton.

e Visual Presence / community engagement is undertaken by the team.

Recommended: That the report be noted.
COMMUNITY SAFETY LIAISON.

Kent Fire Service — A budget meeting had been held on 20 February 20254 where
a 4.99% tax increase had been agreed. There were concerns regarding lithium
batteries being charged, for vehicles/scooters etc., and combusting.

Neighbourhood Watch — The Chairman confirmed that they were continuing to hold
meetings and that crime seemed to be decreasing.

Community Speed Watch — The next session was scheduled to be held in March
2024.

Lorry Watch - Lead Member, Councillor Elizabeth Wickham, advised the meeting
that they had been going out twice a week, weather permitting. There were currently
1x10 volunteers and 1 resident had recently supplied photos of a lorry which had
then been passed onto the Police. The Police had set up a portal which allowed
residents to report lorries online, including any photographs they may have.

Recommended: That those who provided reports be thanked and
the information be noted.
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COMMUNITY SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
21 FEBRUARY 2024

a34i23:24. DETAILED ANALYSIS OF CRIME STATISTICS FOR SWANSCOMBE AND
GREENHITHE.

Members were provided with, and discussed, the up-to-date detailed analysis of
crime figures for Swanscombe and Greenhithe.

Members were pleased to see that the stats for Swanscombe and for Greenhithe
seemed to indicate a decline in crime.

Councillor Dawn Johnson advised that she had recently met the Police Community
Liaison Officer, PSE Karen Sandland, who was more than happy to attend aa future
meeting to give details on her role.

Recommended:

1.  That the information be noted.

2.  That PSE Karen Sandland be contacted and
invited to attend a future meeting.

There were no confidential items to be discussed.

There being no further business to transact, the Meeting closed at 8.05 pm.

Signed

Chairman Date
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Cookies

We use some essential cookies to make our website work. We'd like to set additional cookies so we can remember your preferences and
understand how you use our site.

You can manage your preferences and cookie settings at any time by clicking on “Customise Cookies” below. For more information on how we
use cookies, please see our Cookies notice.

Reject cookies Customise cookies

Your cookie preferences have been saved. You can update your cookie settings at any time on the cookies page.

Close

X

POLICE.UK

Swanscombe
Q View area boundary Q search another area
Overview

Top reported crimes

Most commonly reported crimes during Jan 2024

Violence and sexual offences 18
Anti-social behaviour6

Criminal damage and arson 5



Other crime 5

Get crime prevention advice

Crime levels overview
Crime for last year

Crime per Month
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Crime levels overview

Percentage

Feb 2023 75 7.8%
Mar 2023 84 8.7%
Apr 2023 81 8.4%
May 2023 70 7.2%
Jun 2023 111 11.5%
Jul 2023 129 13.4%
Aug 2023 97 10%
Sep 2023 87 9%
Oct 2023 67 6.9%
Nov 2023 51 5.3%
Dec 2023 63 6.5%
Jan 2024 51 5.3%

Your local policing team

V About us

Local policing teams are groups of officers dedicated to serving the community. Teams are made up of officers based in the area, supported
by additional officers from the wider area.

Teams work closely with local authorities, organisations, partners and residents to decide policing priorities. This helps teams find long-term
solutions to local problems.

WV Your team



Inspector

Lee Cheesman

Sergeant

Steve Grasty

PC

Ben Bayley-Cook
V Policing priorities
There are no policing priorities available to display.
V Meetings and events
There are no meetings or events scheduled.
V Contact
Contact your local policing team
Contact details
Contact details for this team aren't available.
Search for another area

Find local areas, police forces, crime levels and statistics using the search box below. Enter a postcode, street address or area.

—Location search controls ——— _ =

[ Search for another area Enter postcode or address Q
f




Cookies

We use some essential cookies to make our website work. We'd like to set additional cookies so we can remember your preferences and
understand how you use our site.

You can manage your preferences and cookie settings at any time by clicking on “Customise Cookies” below. For more information on how we
use cookies, please see our Cookies notice.

Accept cookies Reject cookies Customise cookies

Your cookie preferences have been saved. You can update your cookie settings at any time on the cookies page.

Close

X

POLICE.UK

Greenhithe and Knockhall

Q view area boundary Q search another area

Overview

Top reported crimes

Most commonly reported crimes during Jan 2024

Violence and sexual offences 13
Shoplifting 7

Other theft6



Public order 3

Get crime prevention advice

Crime levels overview
Crime for last year

Crime per Month
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Crime levels overview

Feb 2023 62 7.4%
Mar 2023 57 8.1%
Apr 2023 50 7.1%
May 2023 50 7.1%
Jun 2023 80 11.4%
Jul 2023 75 10.7%
Aug 2023 60 8.6%
Sep 2023 77 1%
Oct 2023 55 7.9%
Nov 2023 52 7.4%
Dec 2023 53 7.6%
Jan 2024 39 5.6%

Your focal policing team

V About us

Local policing teams are groups of officers dedicated to serving the community. Teams are made up of officers based in the area, supported

by additional officers from the wider area.

Teams work closely with local authorities, organisations, partners and residents to decide policing priorities. This helps teams find long-term

solutions to local problems.

V Your team




Inspector

Lee Cheesman
Sergeant
Steve Grasty
PC

Ben Bayley-Cook

V Policing priorities

There are no policing priorities available to display.

V Meetings and events

There are no meetings or events scheduled.
V Contact

Contact your local policing team

Contact details

Contact details for this team aren't available.

Search for another area

Find local areas, police forces, crime levels and statistics using

the search box below. Enter a postcode, street address or area.

- Location search controls

| Search for another area Enter postcode or address

Q




